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A few weeks ago, I had a funny, and at the same time, disturbing thought.  I donôt 
even remember what triggered the thought, but it has been something which has 
stuck with me since I had it. 

I also know that in sharing this thought with all of you, I am going to take a razzingï 
especially from my wife.  

The thought was this, ñSatan is the ultimate fly fisherman.ò 

For those of you not into fly fishing some explanation is needed.  In fly fishing, it is 
the task of the fly fisherman to present a fly to a fish in such a way, the fish is 
deceived into believing the ñfakeò fly is real food and tries to eat the fly.  When this 
happens, a fly fisherman hooks his prey.  In essence, a fly fisherman feeds the fish a 
lie that the fish bites on. 

In the same way a fly fisherman presents a ñfakeò food source to a fish in order to 
deceive it, Satan presents fake thoughts, promises, dreams, and hopes to try and 
deceive Godôs people.  Jesus says of Satan in John 8:44, ñHe was a murderer from 
the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.ò 

The disturbing thought about all of this is Satan is so good at what he does, if we are 
not always on guard against his deceptions and lies, we become like a caught fish, 
and find ourselves reeled in because of a lie.  And it is not the outrageous lies that 
get us, it is the subtle, almost imperceptible deceptions that are usually our downfall. 

Feelings of self-doubt, feelings of doubt about what God is capable of, the idea we 
may be trapped in a bad situation with no way out.  Questioning another believerôs  
loyalty and integrity, hanging on to anger about something from weeks, months, or 
even years ago.  Feeling like prayer, Bible study, and living the life Christ called us 
to live is not enough to get us through.  All of these are Satanôs subtle attempts at 
catching us and taking us captive to his will (2 Tim. 2:26). 

Hereôs another fly fishing analogy.  When fish have eaten well on real food, it 
becomes more difficult to catch them on flies because, being well fed, they have 
little interest in what the fly fisherman has to offer. 

In the same way if we feast on all God has to offer us- if we gobble up his Word, 
spend time praising him, enjoy being in his presence, live our life led by the Spirit, 
and seek out other believers who do the sameï we will find it becomes more 
difficult for Satanôs deceptions to take us in. 

If that were to happen, Satan would cease to be the ultimate fly fisherman, and he 
would become the ultimate old fisherman who sits around and tells stories of the 
ñone that got away.ò 

NOTES from Pastor Randy... 
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SPIRITUAL LIFE  

 
We will again start the Encouragement Partner effort we began a year ago.  After reading pastorôs article last 
month, ñThe Power of Community,ò it 
reinforced the need to stay connected 
with one another in a personal way.  
The intent of the Encouragement 
Partner was to weekly connect outside 
of worship service with another person, 
to be an encouragement to them, and 
pray for each other.   
 
There were mixed results with each 
group. Some consistently connected 
weekly,  and others hit and missed.  
Some met for coffee, others just met, 
and yet others texted or called each 
other. Some stopped after a couple of 
months and others after a couple of 
weeks.  Whatever experience you had, 
it was more than you had done before.  
Congratulations.  Now, letôs try it again! 
 
There will be a signup list in the entryway for anyone who would like to commit for 6 months to be an 
Encouragement Partner.  Pastor and I will pair up those who signed up to start officially in August.  
 
ñAnd let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another ï and all the more as we see the 

day approaching.ò (Hebrews 10: 24-25) 
 

Paul Young, Lay Minister of Spiritual Life 

NOTES FROM THE BOARD  
 
Currently the board has two primary issues on its plate.  The first is how we best use the money which Jean 
Atkinson left us.  Weôve gathered suggestions and on Sunday, July 10, the 
congregation will be giving feedback on each of these.  This feedback will 
be part of what the board considers during a discernment session currently 
scheduled for Saturday, July 23.  Through the discernment process the board 
will identify those things which we believe God would have us move 
forward with and implement. 
 
We have decided to move forward and establish a ministry to first 
responders through creating a Responder Life Rest Stop in our building.  The 
Rest Stop will be a place where police and other first responders can take 
breaks and have a quiet place to do paperwork.  We will continue through 
the process of creating this space and getting it up and running over the next 
couple of months. 
 
Barbara Furman, Moderator 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVuI-RkPPMAhUJxoMKHYQ1D7oQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnewproductvisions.com%2Fblog%2F%3Fp%3D667&psig=AFQjCNE9dKx3zsE9iUZ3lynGJOEpCOqdAA&ust=1464193434623911
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NOTES FROM YOUR MUSIC/WORSHIP LEADER & LAY 
MINISTER OF CHURCH LIFE, JUDY YOUNG   

 

ñMake a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; worship the LORD with gladness; come before Him with 
joyful songs. Know that the LORD is God.  It is He who made us, and 
we are His; we are His people, the sheep of His pasture. Enter His 
gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to 
Him and praise His name.  For the LORD is good and His love 
endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all 
generations!ò (Psalm 100) 
 
It is so wonderful to hear 
the happy laughter of 
delight in my house as the 
grandchildren run and play 

and find joy in simple things.  Itôs a very good reminder God gives 
us simple joys everyday!  I have been so blessed by our worship on 
Sunday mornings recently.  It seems our praise and worship in 
music is more heart-felt and joyful.  We are, indeed, making a 
joyful noise to the Lord.  As we all grow closer in our relationship 
with God through Bible study and prayer it makes our worship 
time with him more meaningful, as well.  Thank you for being a 
church family who can truly enter into this type of worship. 
 
The praise team members, musicians, some of the easy worship 
and sound-tech folks gathered on Saturday, June 25, to have a 
potluck breakfast and fellowship.  We had a great time catching up 
with one another, looking at new music together, listening and 
singing some new songs.  It was wonderful to enjoy the fellowship 
of one another and reconnect.  Over the next few months we will 
be introducing some new worship and praise songs.   
 
During the summer, we will have two old-fashioned hymn sings and sharing during our morning worship.  
They are scheduled for Sunday, July 10 and Sunday, August 14.  Itôs possible we will have a potluck after the 
hymn sing in August; Iôll keep you posted! 
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MUM OPEN HEARTS PANTRY  

 
Once again, special thanks to Grace family for the contributions to this ministry.  All non-perishable food is 
welcomed.  If you have quantities of produce to contribute, please call the 
Montavilla Methodist Church first to arrange a drop off time.  Their phone number 
is 503-254-5529. 
 
A special request has been made for food items that can be given to the homeless 
people who come in for food.  This could be a meal in a cup that only needs hot 
water added to it, cans that can be opened without a can opener, and food that can 
be eaten directly from the can.  Another item that is in need of is detergent.  You 
can buy these items at Dollar Tree.  
 
The Pantry helps serve 21-30 families who come from the neighborhood each 
week; so we are reaching local people.  There is some turnover as people move and/or their needs change. 
 
The next food distributions will be Friday, July 15 and Saturday, July 16. 
 
God bless you for all who give and help with this ministry. 
 
Shannon Hastings,  Outreach Liaison for Open Hearts Pantry 

OUTREACH  

 
Summer is here and in full swing with vacations and fun family visits! Usually we are gearing up for the 
community BBQ. This year instead of doing the BBQ we are going to participate 
in the "Montavilla Street Fair.ò This should be a great opportunity to get to see 
and meet people from the neighborhood. What this means is we will have a 
"booth" at the street fair. The plan is to hand out bags with school supplies, as we 
did at the BBQ. The street fair will be held on Sunday July 31, from 11:00 am to 
5:00 pm. We will need people to "man" the booth and hand out the supply bags. 
There will soon be a sign-up sheet for you to pick your time to help out, and a list 
of needed school supplies to fill the bags. As we get closer to the street fair 
please keep the event, and our part in it, in your prayers. This should be an 
awesome experience to be involved in a neighborhood event!    
 
 Diana Hiatt, Lay Minister of Outreach 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjS8OTE7e3JAhXDzz4KHcIABdwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crbclr.org%2F645423&psig=AFQjCNE7VKjmsRHI8_qjPOB--gJYNVP6ug&ust=1450818299990279
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MAY 2016 
 
General Operating Fund                                             
Monthly Budget                 $ 10589.75  
Income Received                                          $   9752.49 
    Expenses                                                      $ 8361.05 
Net Balance for Month                               $    1391.44 

 
 
 
 

Mission Fund                                                                
Mission Giving Plan                                     $   1544.85 
Specified gifts/offerings                               $  511.50 

 
Liabilities  
General Fund Balance 05/31/16  $  4388.17 
Payroll Tax Liabilities  $    1293.19 
GF Less P/R Liabilities $   3094.98 
Building Fund to GF Loan $ 8051.46 
Building Fund Balance $   7365.30 
 

GRACE FAMILY FINANCES 

GRACE-FULL  

 
It came to my attention in the last month it was my responsibility to inform you of ñeasyò ways to contribute to 
Grace and American Baptist Missions that donôt involve your direct giving.  I also learned one way I and 
others have contributed has an ñexpiration date,ò of which I was not aware.  Thus, my article for this month. 
 
Many of us shop at Fred Meyer.  If you shop there regularly, you probably have a Fred Meyer Rewards Card.  
If you donôt have one, I recommend it, since they periodically give you actual 
monetary credit you can use to pay at the cash register, in addition to coupons tailored 
to your shopping.  If you have a Rewards Card, you can register Grace Baptist Church 
as your Community Rewards designee.  Once a quarter the church receives a check for 
the collective rewards of all those signed up for Grace.  However, as I accidentally 
learned, the designation expires June 30 and has to be renewed annually. 
 

Another, equally easy rewards program is AmazonSmiles.  Most things 
that can be purchased on ñregularò Amazon, can also be bought 
through Amazon Smiles; and Grace receives a quarterly check. 
 
Finally, one of our devoted 
American Baptists recently gave 

me information about the International Ministries (IM) VISA card, which 
seems to be a very good deal.  This card donates to IM for new cards 
opened, as well as all purchases made with the card.  There is no annual 
fee and you earn reward points on all purchases.  Talk with Lauralee 
Ware about how it works for her! [IM VISA Signature Rewards Card:  
CCCU.com/IMCard or 800.347.2228, ext. 558] 
 
Sharon Owen, Minister of Finance 
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