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Monthly Newsletter of Grace Baptist Church

NOTES from Pastor Randy...

We have been talking a lot lately about personal spiritual transformation. One of the
key components of spiritual transformation is what is referred to as “a rule of life.”
A rule of life describes how we use the practice of spiritual disciplines (prayer,
scripture reading, silence, solitude, etc.) to move beyond random, haphazard
approaches to the spiritual life being intentional in our spiritual growth.

Writer and spiritual director Ruth Haley Barton explains rule of life this way:

A rule of life is a way of ordering our life around the values, practices and
relationships that keep us open and available to God for the work of spiritual
transformation that only God can bring about. Simply put, a rule of life
provides structure and space for our growing.

The phrase “spiritual rhythms” is another helpful way of talking about this
important concept because it provides relief from some of the heavy-handed
and rigid approaches to the spiritual life that many have experienced. This
language draws on the imagery of the natural rhythms of the created order:
The ebb and flow of the ocean waves and tides, which come and go steadily,
but are full of infinite variety and creativity. The predictability of the
changing seasons, but also the beauty and variance that captures us anew
each and every time. The rhythm of a good beat, which makes music and
dancing one of the most delightful and spontaneous experiences we enjoy,
yet mastery of the basic notes and moves is required if we are to enter into it
fully.

Marjorie Thompson says, in her book Soulfeast:

The caterpillar must yield up the life it knows and submit to the mystery of
interior transformation. It emerges from the process transfigured with wings
that give it freedom to fly. . .

A rule of life gives us a way to enter into the life-long process of personal
transformation. Its disciplines help us to shed the familiar by constricting
“old self” and allowing our “new self” to be formed—the true self is
naturally attracted to the light of God.

This idea of a “rule of life” or “sacred rhythms” is something not intuitive to western
culture. For the most part we allow society to set our rhythms- the fast-paced, noise
-filled, want-it-now rhythms of modern society. When this happens we lose
ourselves, we lose who God intended us to be.

As followers of Christ, it is important for us to shed the rhythm that are forced on us
by our surroundings, and rediscover the rhythms given to us by our Creator when we
were made.

Prayer: Father, help us to rediscover your rhythms. Give us a rule of life
which draws us to you and not away from you, so we can be transformed into
the image of your son and our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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NOTES FROM THE BOARD

The board is now in the process of taking the questions and key points raised during the Joshua
Strategy workshop, and the comments provided during our Sunday, March 13 congregational
conversation, and figuring out what they mean for us as
a church as we move forward into the future.

éusf trust me. But fove

As leaders, the board is responsible for trying to discern
what God’s will is for us as a church. To help better
prepare us for this responsibility, the board members
will be attending a board retreat devoted to the topic of
discernment on April 15-17.

A

Please continue to hold up the board in your prayers as *
we try to become not only the people God wants us to [
be but also the leaders He wants and needs us to be. \

Barbara Furman, Moderator

SPIRITUAL LIFE

Happy 6th anniversary, Randy, for pastoring at Grace since April 1, 2010! We are blessed by your
leadership

Thank you for finding and bringing to us the year-long reading through the Bible, thebibleproject.org,
with all of its videos and sketches helping to see the
connectedness of each book of the Bible, and its theme
from the beginning to the end. It is so amazingly clear,
from the beginning, man (me) continually falls away from

God by sinning and God continually provides redemption %E):‘lzleof God
only he can provide. Despite our falling away, he still Transform
loves us and provided a way so we may have fellowship You :

with God and to glorify him in his creation. It is also extra
meaningful having just celebrated Easter and Jesus’
completion of God’s plan for redemption of man by dying
on the cross for our sins. PRAISE GOD!

I encourage you to join in the reading and discussion of our readings on Wednesday nights. If you
would like to discuss this reading at some other time, let me know to see what could be arranged.

Paul Young, Lay Minister of Spiritual Life


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiGi4Wu-uPLAhUS2GMKHYx8Cf0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvirginialieto.com%2Fcategory%2Fdiscernment%2F&psig=AFQjCNGoS2Icw44kHOucGct1aUhLHGVGiw&ust=1459274062633633
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiW9YSSsebLAhUO92MKHdDuBqcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fascensionpress.com%2Ft%2Fcategory%2Fstudy-programs%2Fcatholic-bible-study&psig=AFQjCNHsfQtOq6avkVTQEWEHcIVCRKO4Rw
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INVITATION TO 2017 ABC-USA BIENNIAL AND MISSION
SUMMIT TO BE HELD IN PORTLAND

This month I am putting on my “Local Arrangements Committee Co-chair” hat and sharing a letter from our
committee to all of the area churches. Please continue to pray for the entire planning team; made up of folks
from all over the country. Rev. Steve Bils, our Executive Minister for the region, is the chairman for the
Biennial and would certainly covet your prayers for strength and guidance throughout this process.

Judy Young, Lay Minister of Church Life
Monday, February 15, 2016
Dear Pastors and Church Leaders,

The 2017 Biennial Mission Summit is coming to Portland!! If T

you’ve attended a conference in the past, you know it is a -
wonderful opportunity to gather together with old and new M IS S I I I B
friends from our ABC family. From the various breakout

sessions to the large plenary sessions to the exhibit hall there is S u I I I I I I IT
much to be learned about the work God is doing in and through eri ST G

our denomination. You will want to get June 30 through July
2, 2017 on your calendars now and plan to attend.

The Portland Convention Center will be the gathering spot,
which is centrally located to public transit leading to
downtown Portland. There is much to do and see around
Portland, so the location alone is sure to be a highlight for
those attending.

While it is said it takes a village to raise a child, we are fairly certain it WILL take a village to host this event!
Your local planning team has begun to meet and is working from a list of the various teams needed; from
Registration to Hospitality to Ushers, there are many ways you and your membership can be involved.

As we meet and begin to put all of the pieces into place to make this Biennial one folks will be talking about
for years to come, you can help by adding the planning team to your church prayer lists and by letting us know
we can count on your church to be involved.

This letter is our first communication to you. You will be hearing more from us in the months ahead, as we
hope to include as many of our churches as possible in hosting this important event. But you don’t need to
wait to hear from us to volunteer. Contact one of us now. and we’ll get you on our developing list of
volunteers.

Local Action Team:

Carol Wheeler, Portland First Baptist Church — wheeler.carolann@gmail.com

Judy Young, Grace First Baptist Church — judy.l.young@comcast.net

Shirley Geisler, First Baptist Church of Gresham — sgeisler@ftbcgo.org

Steve Bils, ABCCPC Executive Minister and ABCUSA Mission Summit Chair — sbils@abccpc.org
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

How well do you know the people you worship with every Sunday morning? Do you know what ministries
they have been involved in or are involved in right now or skills they may have to further the Kingdom of
God? To be honest, I don’t know what most of you are doing and have done ministry-wise outside of church
functions or in the past before I started coming to Grace, nor do I know what skills you have! And I am
almost willing to bet you are in the same boat as I am when it comes to other people in our congregation.

As the Board is taking into
consideration what we heard at the
Joshua Strategy, what comments
were made at the Sunday, March 13
Congregation Meeting, and the future
paths we may take as a church body,
we would also like to know what
ministries you have been involved in,
are involved in, and what hidden
skills you have. “Why?” you may
ask. Because we want to know what
expertise we have in our church
family. We need to answer the
question, “Are we functioning in
areas where God has given us
experiences and skills?” Even if you
are now limited in what you can do,
you still have experiences and skills you can teach other people to carry on where you left off. We still need
you to be part of the team. Another question we need to explore is, “Are you willing to be trained to learn
new ministries and skills?

I know most of you do not like “tooting your own horn,” but how else are we going to learn about each other if
we don’t tell others our experiences and skills? Please share with one another about your lives, experiences,
and skills. We need each other as we journey through this life together.

So how are we going to learn about you and your ministry expertise and skills? We are going to ask you to fill
out a survey you will find in your bulletin for the next several Sundays. When you have completed your

form, please hand it to Beth or slip it under the office door.

I am so excited to learn more about you! I

. . .

may even be humbled when I read your

surveys because I have much to learn and |

know I will need to step up my A-game to

fill in big shoes to follow in. How much

Love in Christ, do we know about each other?
Beth Jones, Lay Minister of Christian

Education
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MUM OPEN HEART PANTRY

Thank you to all the members of Grace who have been so faithful in donating food as needed to the Open
Heart Pantry. This has been most helpful in keeping the shelves full.

This month the need again is for peanut butter and jelly or jam. These
things seem to fly off the shelves. These items are always needed for
school lunches and after school snacks. There is always a need for
canned fruit and other staples. The more food items we can donate, the
less we have to buy. 0

Cash donations are always welcome as well. You can donate through l 7
Grace or directly to Montavilla United Methodist Church. Just write breakfag;

) S cer,
"Open Heart Pantry" on the memo line on your check. F‘“—?Ugmg\ ;3_{7’_/861

The next food distribution will be Friday, April 15 and Saturday, April
16.

Shannon Hastings, Outreach Liaison for Open Heart Pantry

YOU ARE INVITED TO A CELEBRATION!!!

Dear Pastor Randy,

Please receive greetings in the precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ. May the peace and grace of God be
multiplied in your life, family, and ministry with the love He gives.

The reason for this letter in to invite you and the members of your congregation to a celebration of our fourth
anniversary in your church.

Date- Sunday, April 17,2016
Time- 1:00 PM
Place- Grace Baptist Church
We long to share with you our thanks for the many blessings God always pours out on his people.

Looking forward to seeing you as you share with us.

Psalm 133:1
“How good and pleasant it is
when God’s people live together in unity!”

Sincerely,

Pastor Primitivo Tamay
Iglesia Vision Nueva
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GRACE-FULL

In the first two months of the year, Grace has kept our expenses and income in balance and the General Fund
ended February with a small cushion (see figures below). The giving after three Sundays in March is holding
steady.

I want to let you know Jean Atkinson has included Grace in her estate. We are currently submitting paperwork
to receive investment funds as her beneficiary; however, we have not been informed as to the amount that will
be available. Let us praise God she remembered her lifelong church family in this way!

Please pray for the Board as they continue praying and listening to the Lord about Grace’s future.

Sharon Owen, Minister of Finance

GRACE FAMILY FINANCES

FEBRUARY 2016 Mission Fund
Mission Giving Plan $ 863.96
General Operating Fund Specified gifts/offerings $ 888.50
Monthly Budget $ 10589.75
Income Received $ 8005.47 Liabilities
Accounting Adjustment $ 55.05 General Fund Balance 02/29/16 $ 3138.44
Expenses $ 8098.58 Payroll Tax Liabilities $ 1313.34
Net Balance for Month $ 21.94 GF Less P/R Liabilities $ 1825.10
Building Fund to GF Loan $ 8051.46
Building Fund Balance $ 8211.71

WHITE CROSS WORK DAY

The work day for White Cross Ministries is scheduled for Saturday,
April 9, at 10:00 am till noon or later. Refreshments will be provided.

We will be rolling bandages and cutting squares for the Congo. If you
have a sewing machine, would you be willing to bring it for the
sewing part of the bandages and other requests that will be posted on
the table in the entry way? If you have clean used sheets to donate for
this cause or use of a sewing machine, please see me.

Shannon Hastings, White Cross Chair for Grace Baptist Church
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All we do inside these
walls prepares us to do
God’s work outside.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN APRIL

2 Bridger’s Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
10 Collect Food For Open Heart Pantry
15 Bridger’s Food For Families
15 & 16 MUM’s Food Distribution
16 Girlfriends’ Birthday Breakfast @ Pig ‘N
Pancake At 12110 NE Glisan
15-17 Board Retreat

17 Iglesia Vision Nueva’s 4th Anniversary

Celebration

STAFF EMAILS

Pastor
Randy Pearson
pastorrandy@graceportland.com

Minster of Worship and Music
Judy Young
judy@graceportland.com

Secretary
Beth Jones
grace@graceportland.com

GOD’S VISION FOR GRACE BAPTIST

Making disciples of Christ, in a relational environment,
to share in God’s mission to the world.




