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I was doing my reading today for the John Blog.  I read through these verses 

of 1 John 2: 

12 I am writing to you, dear children, 

    because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 

13 I am writing to you, fathers, 

    because you know him who is from the beginning. 

I am writing to you, young men, 

    because you have overcome the evil one. 

14 I write to you, dear children, 

    because you know the Father. 

I write to you, fathers, 

    because you know him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, 

    because you are strong, 

    and the word of God lives in you, 

    and you have overcome the evil one. 

I can imagine as this letter was being read, the recipients were sitting there 

looking at each other and saying things like, ñDoes he really think that about 

us?  Wow!ò or ñI didnôt realize that I was like that!ò 

Johnôs words of encouragement must have had an awesome impact on the 

people of the churches to which John was writing.  Knowing the church at the 

time was going through a tremendous amount of persecution, this must have 

been such a great uplift to them.  They received words of hope when the 

words were so desperately needed. 

As we, the modern day church, have our own types of persecution going on, 

we need to take Johnôs words to heart.  Our sins have been forgiven, we do 

know Him, we have overcome the evil one, we do know the Father, the Father 

does live in us, and we are strong. 

When things get tough sometimes we forget who we are in Christ, what we 

are capable of, and what understanding and knowledge God has given us.  Let 

us not forget we are in Him, we have been forgiven, and we have overcome 

the world!  Jesus has brought us far and given us much, let us remember and 

hold on to that knowledge as we press on! 

Pastorõs NOTE... 
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SPIRITUAL LIFE  
Regarding the Encouragement Partners, fourteen (14) people requested to participate by June 21, and I know more 

have asked about joining in.  Pastor and I will be putting together the partnersô list when he returns from Kansas 

City.  We will get the pairings out when the list is together.  Others may join in as more express interest.  Have fun 

with it and get to know each other.  If you would like to get on the list, but canôt make it to church, call the church 

office and request to be included on the Encouragement Partner list. 

 

What is prayer?  From the book, A Guidebook to Prayer, by Mary Kate Morse:   

 

ñRichard Foster defines prayer as ónothing more than an ongoing and 

growing love relationship with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.ô Prayer 

is not an event but a life.  It is not a petition, but a love relationship with one 

God, expressed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  All three expressions of 

God bring imagination and possibilities to the character of the love 

relationship.ò   

 

God isnôt as limited as much as I limit Him.  I need to practice two-way or 

open communication with God more often.  More on that next month!  If 

you have ideas on talking to God for these articles, please let me know so I can include them in the future. 

 

Paul Young, Lay Minister of Spiritual Life 

A WORD FROM OUR CHILDREN/YOUTH MINISTER,  

TAMMY BROWN   
 

 

Luke 14:23 ñAnd the master said to the servant, óGo out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come 

in, that my house may be filled.ôò 

 

I have had God bring this verse to me various times in confirmation of 

what He wants me to obey in terms of reaching young people. He woke 

me early one morning and began to speak to me. He asked me to pray 

for 100 children. He then began to speak to me on how this could be 

accomplished.  He spoke through people of God one more time to 

confirm yet again on how He wishes to accomplish His purpose. 

 

He asked me to begin to meet every week on Tuesday nights at 

Montavilla Park, off of 82nd and Glisan.  He said to be available, be 

open, foster new relationships, and to teach the Word. He has been 

speaking about going out to them, meeting them right where they are. I 

am obeying God and stepping out by faith along with Toni and 

Amanda in this endeavor before us. We will begin the first meeting on Tuesday, July 7. 

 

I compel you all to pray and intercede for us every Tuesday. I ask if you could bake cookies or offer snacks to help 

with this, to please allow the Holy Spirit to help you partner with us. God wants to do a mighty work...I am trusting 

Him and taking Him to the community.  Please ask the Lord to show you how you can be a part of the moving of 

the Holy Spirit. Nothing is too small to contribute....God will bring the increase.  

 

I am praising Him ahead of time......Glory to His Holy name! 
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NOTES FROM YOUR MUSIC/WORSHIP LEADER & LAY 

MINISTER OF CHURCH LIFE, JUDY YOUNG  
 

ñAnd let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, . . . . but let us 

encourage one another.ò (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

 

It is so easy for a church family to get rather scattered in the 

summertime.  The beautiful weather, vacations and family visiting from 

out of town seem to pull us from attending church on a regular basis.  

 

I just want to encourage you to continue coming to Grace this summer.  

Our Sunday morning service is such a blessed time to worship our Lord and fellowship with one another.  

On July 5, at 10:00 a.m., invite your family and neighbors to come to an Old-fashioned Hymn Sing!  

Weôll have a great time 

singing hymns and songs 

from the hymnbook and 

sharing favorite Bible 

verses.   

 

Tuesday evenings we have 

been studying a Philip 

Yancey book entitled, 

Vanishing Grace.  Studying 

this workbook, along with 

Bible passages, is really 

helping me to learn ways to 

be a ñgrace dispenserò in a 

world that is so negative 

towards Christians. 

 

Enjoy your summer; and Iôll 

see you at church!! 

 

MUM OPEN HEART PANTRY 

Next Open Heart Pantry will be Friday, July 17 and Saturday July 18.  They are still 

needing canned goods (especially soup and fruit), laundry soap and cleaning solutions.  

Remember, laundry soap and cleaning solutions can be purchased at Dollar Tree. These 

items are in demand.  Please hold off on egg cartons and paper bags; they have an ample 

supply.  Once again they are thankful for all donations 

 

Shannon Hastings 
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OUTREACH  
 

The 5th Annual Community BBQ has been scheduled for Saturday, September 12, 2015 from 11:00 

am ï 2:00 pm.  Sign-up sheets for you to help will soon be in the entryway and bulletins.  Areas to 

think about are:  

 

    (1) Handing out posters to nearby businesses the first part of August 

     

    (2) We need to borrow large ice chests and canopies.  

If you have any of those please let me know by the        

middle of August at kaleen1515@msn.com or 503-789-

1937. 

    

    (3) Consider donating a gift card for our door prize 

drawings. 

 

Please begin to pray for our upcoming Community BBQ and watch for additional details to come.   

 

Serving with you, 

Kaleen Stepnioski, Lay Minister of Outreach 

EDUCATION  

Again, I want to thank each and everyone of you who helped finance the camp scholarship for our 

kids/youth to go to camp, may it have been a generous donation or buying baked goods at the bake 

sale, or coming to Burgerville on Partnership Night and buying food.  I also want to thank the adults 

who worked alongside our kids/youth during our fundraisers.  Because of you, our kids/youth can go 

to camp with help from the scholarship fund.  I trust they will have fun with their friends at camp and 

be challenged spiritually to grow close to God. 

 

I would also like to echo what Tammy said 

in her article.  The kids/youth will be 

meeting at Montavilla Park every Tuesday 

night for the summer months starting on 

Tuesday, July 7, at 6:30 pm.  Not only will 

the kids/youth still be learning about God, 

but they will also be learning to serve 

others and about being on the mission field 

right in their own neighborhood. 

 

Love in Christ, 

Beth Jones, Lay Minister of Education 
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MAY 2014 
 

General Operating Fund                                             
Monthly Budget                 $ 10833.34  

Income Received                                          $   10675.51 

Expenses                                                      $ 9657.83 

Net Balance for Month                               $    1017.68 

 

General Fund Balance 05/31/15                   $     2010.97 

 

Boiler Fund Balance $      561.44 

 

 

 

Mission Fund                                                                
Mission Giving Plan                                     $   1212.95 

Specified gifts/offerings                               $  1326.50 

 

 

  

Liabilities  
Payroll Tax Liabilities  $    1584.09 

Building Fund to GF Loan $    8051.46 

Boiler Loan $    2832.44 

GRACE FAMILY FINANCES 

COUNTING BLESSINGS  
 

First, thank you to all who have been contributing to the Boiler Fund!  I made a mistake in the last newsletter 

about the number of payments left on the loan.  At the end of the first year of the loan in 2012, we were able 

to make a one-time $2,500 payment on the principle.  This means we will finish paying off the loan in 

January 2016 with an additional $17.61 on the last payment.  So, seven more payments!  

 

Please remember to maintain your giving during the summer months.  If you wonôt be in Sunday worship, 

the office or I will be happy to provide you an envelope to seal and place in the Financial Secretaryôs 

mailbox, so  it will be included with the following Sundayôs offering.  You are also welcome to mail it in.  

Put something like Attn:  ñOfferingò or ñNancyò and it will get to the right place and wonôt be accidentally 

opened. 
 

Sharon Owen, Lay Minister of Finance 

INSPIRING QUOTES ABOUT FREEDOM   
 

"In the process of gaining our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to 

satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We must forever conduct our 

struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline." -Martin Luther King 

 

"The love of liberty is the love of others; the love of power is the love of ourselves."  -William Haslitt 

 

ñFreedom is nothing else but a chance to be better.ò  -Albert Camus 

 

ñLife without liberty is like a body without spirit.ò -Kahlil Gibran 

 

"You can't separate peace from freedom because no one can be at peace unless he has his freedom."  

                                                                                                                                            -Malcom X 

 

"Those who won our independence believed liberty to be the secret of happiness and courage to be the secret 

of liberty." -Louis D. Brandeis  

 

"Those who won our independence believed liberty to be the secret of happiness and courage to be the secret 

of liberty."  -Moshe Dayan 
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