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Since the beginning of the year, I have set out again to read through the Bible.  Lately I 

have been reading through Numbers and the wanderings of the children of Israel 

through the desert. 

Two things have really struck me in this reading.  First, the children of Israel’s 

wandering in the desert is of their own making.  God set them to wandering because of 

their lack of trust in Him.  God wanted His nation to move into the land He had 

promised them, but they would not trust Him to overcome the resistance they would 

face in the process.  

This got me to thinking, how many times do we feel as though we are wandering in a 

spiritual desert?  This happens to me more than I would like to admit.  When I finally 

recognize it, I also recognize that it is usually because of my own making.  Maybe I 

have given up devotional time, or prayer time, or study time, but usually I find myself in 

the desert because of something I have done rather than something God has done. 

The second thing to hit home for me is the amount of whining the children of Israel did.  

God had gathered them together, led them out of Egypt, crushed Pharaoh's army in the 

Red Sea, and been with them through numerous battles.  Despite all God did for them it 

always seemed they could find something wrong to whine about. 

They whined for food, so God gave them manna.  They whined about all they had to eat 

was manna, so God gave them quail.  They whined about too much quail...and on and 

on and on.  They were like children! 

In psychology, one of the most important stages of child development is object 

permanence - understanding an object still exists even when it is gone from view.  In 

my opinion, the children of Israel had issues with “blessing permanence”- recognizing 

God blesses even when things are tough.  How many of us are in that same mindset? 

When things get difficult for us, rather than focusing on what God has done for us in the 

past, all the promises He has lived up to, all the blessings He has poured out on us, we 

whine and moan and complain about how difficult things are.  We don’t say it out loud, 

but the motivation behind the complaining is God has deserted us.  He has left us to live 

in misery. 

I am sure we could never feel more abandoned than Jesus’ own disciples when he was 

about to be crucified.  Trying to reassure them, he said, “I will not leave you orphaned. 

I’m coming back. In just a little while the world will no longer see me, but you’re going 

to see me because I am alive and you’re about to come alive. At that moment you will 

know absolutely that I’m in my Father, and you’re in me, and I’m in you.” (John 14:18-

20)  No matter how tough things get for us, we have no reason to whine, because Jesus 

is still with us.  Trust Him– don’t panic.  Thank Him– don’t complain.  Pray– don’t 

whine. 

Thank you, Father, for all you do in whatever circumstance we are in.  Amen. 



Page 2 Grace Notes 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP TIME  
 

We are in need of volunteers to help provide snacks for Sunday morning 

fellowship time.  We will need two people to bring snacks each Sunday.  If no 

one signs up on a certain Sunday then we will not have snacks that day.  If you 

are willing to bring snacks, the sign up sheet can be found on the refrigerator.  

Thanks! 

OUTREACH    
 

“YOU ARE INVITED,” three simple words – big impact.  How many of 

you when you saw those words thought I was going to invite you to 

something?  Feels good doesn’t it?  

 

I doubt I’m alone in remembering back to the playground in elementary 

school when other kids would hand out invitations to a party and I was one 

of the kids who didn’t get one.  Even as adults it hurts when we think we’ve 

been left out. 

 

We like to be invited – it makes us feel wanted and included.  Building a 

relationship often starts with a simple invitation – a walk, coffee, lunch, etc.    

Maintaining a relationship takes time, interest, and energy.  Relationships 

are not self-sustaining – it takes work. 

 

How about invitations to church?  Did you know September 15, 2013 is National Back to Church Day?  On 

the website promoting that day are some very interesting statistics.  Here are just a couple of them: 

 

 82% of the unchurched are at least somewhat likely to attend church if invited – Dr. Thom Rainer, The 

Unchurched Next Door 

 

 “Only 2 percent of church members invite an unchurched person to church.  98% of church-goers never 

extend an invitation in a given year." - Dr Thom Rainer, The Unchurched Next Door 

 

Church is a scary place for those who are unfamiliar with what we do.  It’s hard to walk into a room full of 

people you don’t know.  That’s why invitations are so important.  Let’s not wait until September to extend an 

invitation.  During the weeks ahead, be bold in your love for God and express that to someone through an 

invitation.  It doesn’t have to be church – just reach out and invite someone in. 

 

King David said it best in Psalm 122:1: “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of the 

Lord.’” 

 

In His Love and Service, 

Helen Pearson, Your Lay Minister of Outreach 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

 

How often do misunderstandings happen because of miscommunication?  More than we want to admit, no 

doubt.  As a parent of three teenagers and one young adult, I often find times where I really need to sit down 

and ask a lot of questions of my children because I didn’t understand or relate to what they just said.  

Sometimes they have patience with me and other times they don’t.  This can be very frustrating at times.  

What  I do know is they really do want me to understand, but may not have the ability to communicate certain 

things to me and vice versa. 

 

I think, we as a church, are having the same problems communicating with our young people.  Let’s face it, 

they speak a different language than we do.  Every generation of parents and grandparents have had to 

overcome these language barriers.  Our youth are facing things we never had to face.  Our world is changing 

faster than we can keep up with.  With that said, we still need to learn how to communicate with them, 

encourage them, hear them out, try to reach out to them, and mentor them.  We also have things we can learn 

from them as well.  It’s a two way street, folks. 

 

Let me ask you a few questions only you can answer.  On a weekly basis do you reach out to one or two youth 

members and talk to them and see how life is going for them?  Do you genuinely hear them out?  Do you 

spend time with them?  Do they feel your love and concern for them? 

 

No doubt, some of you would have to answer no to these questions because you are not sure how to relate to 

them; however, you need to know a lot of the young people in our church do not feel connected to the older 

adults (and possibly vise versa).  Our CE Committee has just 

begun to start working with Shawn, our faithful youth 

minister.  We are going to be asking our youth to 

communicate with us the best they can to get us to 

understand what they are feeling and why.  After we 

understand where they are coming from, we will be asking a 

few more ministry committees to work with us to build a 

bridge between our young people and older adults.  Change 

is on its way to Grace.  The question is are you prepared to 

make changes in your preferences of worship in order to 

make the young people feel valued in this church? Are you 

ready to empower them to do the work of God differently 

than you in order to reach the younger generation for Jesus? 

 

Please be in prayer for us as we tread into a new frontier.  

We may be trying new things or revisiting activities that 

have been done in the past in our Sunday services.  We will 

be learning by trial and error.  We need communication open 

between people of all ages in this multi-generational church.  

This loving body of Christ needs to make sure everyone 

from infant age to 102 understands they are loved, respected, 

valued, and wanted.  

 

So let the communications begin! 

 

Love in Christ, 

Beth Jones, Lay Minister of Education 
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NOTES FROM YOUR MUSIC/WORSHIP MINISTER AND LAY 

MINISTER OF CHURCH LIFE,  JUDY YOUNG 
 

2013 has come rushing in and continues to fly by!  There are many great 

activities coming up for our church family in the next few months.  Other 

articles in this newsletter have addressed the Bridger Auction.  I hope many 

of you will find a place to help in this event.  As March begins to draw to a 

close, Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter will all occur.  Pastor Randy has 

begun preparation on a meaningful Good Friday service (March 29), and 

Easter (March 31) will begin with our wonderful Easter potluck breakfast at 

9:30 am.  There will not be any Sunday School classes on Easter, but come 

and enjoy a great breakfast and fellowship as we celebrate our Risen Lord!   

 

April 13, 2013, we will have an All-American Potluck followed by the Grace Baptist Variety Show.  

Bring your favorite American dish plus a salad or dessert.  We would love to have lots of participation in the 

Variety Show, so please contact Kaleen Stepnioski or myself if you have a song, skit, or talent you want to 

share.  It’s always great fun and full of surprises! 

 

Ladies, the Social Committee is hard at work planning the Mother’s Day Luncheon.  Be sure to mark your 

calendars for Saturday, May 4, for a very special time at the “Graceful Elegance” event. 

 

As we continue to grow in the Lord, please pray for our church family.  We must all be on our knees and ask 

God to fill us to over-flowing with His grace and love as we minister to each other in the body and reach out 

to our community in the ways He is calling us. “I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my 

prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first 

day until now, being confident in this; that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:3-6) 

SPIRITUAL LIFE 
 

Hi All, 

 

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER - I wanted to remind you that EACH of you has a Pace Leader who is 

praying for you and your family.  If you do not know who that person is, please contact me.  This servant 

wants to pray for your specific needs and would love to hear from you.  Please give them a call, email them, 

or you can even talk to them in church.  Tell them about your prayer needs – they want to pray from you – it 

is their ministry.    

 

James 5:15: “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” 

 

Ephesians 6:18: “Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 

with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.” 

  

In His Love, 

Theresa Benson, Lay Minister of Spiritual Life 
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JANUARY 2013 

 

General Operating Fund                                             

Monthly Budget                 $ 10607.92  

Income Received                                          $   7472.20 

Expenses                                                      $ 10212.30 

Net Balance for Month                               $    (2740.10) 

 

General Fund Balance 1/31/113                   $  3449.13 

 

Boiler Fund Balance $ 1793.65 

 

Mission Fund                                                                

Mission Giving Plan                                     $   1163.51 

Specified gifts/offerings                               $  175.00 

 

 

Liabilities  

Payroll $    549.70 

Building Fund to GF Loan $  8051.46 

Boiler Loan $12183.57 

 

GRACE FAMILY FINANCES 

COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS  
 

As you review the figures for January, you will notice our income was down significantly resulting in 

expenses exceeding income by $2,740.10 for the month.  And while this is a matter of concern, God had 

blessed us with a general fund balance that allowed us to manage this discrepancy.  We serve a God who 

provides.  And He provides by using each of us.  May our lives and our regular and consistent gifts to His 

work give Him glory. 

 

Blessings 

Barbara Furman, Lay Minister of Finances/Treasurer  
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MONTAVILLA UNITED METHODIST FOOD PANTRY  

 

The list of food MUM would like to have provided is:  canned fruit, canned corn, canned 

green beans, chili, soup, canned meats, tuna fish, peanut butter, jam/jelly, spaghetti 

sauce, canned beans, box meals, macaroni and cheese, pasta/noodles, cereal (hot and 

cold), Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, egg cartons, plastic vegetable bags, and paper 

grocery bags. 

 

As you shop for food it is better to buy in bulk (6-20 identical items), rather than 

one can of this and one box of that. 

 

We will be emphasizing food collection on Sunday, March 10.  Come and give a gift to 

those in need. 

SUMMER CAMP SCHUDULES  
 

High School & Elementary Camp: July 29-August 2 

 

Middle School Camp: August 12-16 

 

Primary Camp: August 12-14 

 

The CE Committee is still working on fundraiser ideas to 

help our young people to go to camp without much cost to 

their parents and/or grandparents. 

BRIDGER’S ANNUAL PTA  AUCTION 
 

Saturday, March 16 is the date set for the Bridger PTA Auction.  We 

helped with this event last year and the PTA was very grateful.  It is 

their biggest fundraiser of the year so lots of manpower is needed.  If 

you would like to help and have access to a computer you can sign 

up at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050844AFA9283-bridger4.  

If you don’t have a computer you can contact Beth or Sharon and 

they can sign you up.  There are slots available for pre-auction 

activities on March 4 and 5 helping to put together auction baskets.  

There are slots available on the evening of Friday March 15 to help 

prepare food right here in the Grace kitchen.  There are also slots 

available on Saturday, March 16 during the day to help set up for the 

auction, or in the evening to help with the  auction itself.  There is 

something for everyone!  We just need you to sign up! 



All we do inside these 

walls prepares us to do 

God’s work outside. 

Grace Baptist Church 

200 SE 76th Ave. 

Portland, OR  97215 

Phone: 503-254-5111 

Fax: 503-254-4688 

Email:  grace@graceportland.com 

Web:  www.graceportland.com  

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN MARCH  

9 Outreach Meeting 

9 Girlfriends’ Birthday Lunch @  Gateway Applebee’s 

10 Daylight Saving Time Begins 

15 Food Prep In Fellowship Hall For Bridger PTA 

Auction 

16 Bridger Annual  PTA Auction 

19 Board Meeting  

29 Good Friday Service 

31 Easter Breakfast 

 

Vision Statement 
God’s vision for Grace Baptist Church is to engage in Christ-centered discipleship and worship to equip 
you for, and support you in, ministry in the Montavilla neighborhood and the communities where you 
work and live; while cultivating trusting, loving, accepting relationships. 

STAFF EMAILS 
 

Pastor 

Randy Pearson 

     pastorrandy@graceportland.com 
 

Secretary 

Beth Jones 

     grace@graceportland.com 
 

Youth Minister 

Shawn Brannan 

shawn@graceportland.com 
 

Worship/Music Minister 

Judy Young  

judy@graceportland.com 


